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In the light of God’s call, and our situation here, our vision is:

To glorify and worship God and to further his kingdom on earth; To declare 

and show the love of Christ for all people to the people of Sandon; To teach, 

encourage and help people to be disciples of Christ; To proclaim Christ’s 

Gospel to the people of Sandon and the wider world;

To encourage commitment and personal growth in Christian discipleship 

and spirituality; To channel God’s love through service and care for all.

SERVICES : Please see the Parish Diary on Page 4 for this month’s 

services.

REGULAR ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Tuesday 10.30am - Noon  Coffee & Chat.

  3.45pm - 5.15pm     SALT for children (4-7yrs)

     and their families (in term time)

  6.30pm - 9.15pm Youth Fellowship (Village Hall).

  7.45pm   Bell ringers. 

Wednesday 2.00pm - 3.30pm Tiny Tots

Friday  7.30pm - 8:30pm Choir Practice. 

WHO'S WHO

Priest-In-Charge:  Revd. C. Ashley  Tel: 01245 243863

Churchwardens:  Mrs. C. J. Mennie  Tel: 01245 281305

   Mr. M. Puffett   Tel: 01245 222066

Hon. Treasurer:     Mr. I. A. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Hon. Secretary:     Mr. D. M. Farrar  Tel: 01245 471484

Electoral Roll Officer: Mrs. P. Eden   Tel: 01245 223415

Bell Ringers:          Mr. N. Tovey   Tel: 01245 472692

Choirmaster:  Mr. J. Gilder   Tel: 01245 471731

Organist:   Mr. R. Woods    Tel: 01245 268304

Flowers:                    Mrs. B. Underwood  Tel: 01245 225756

Tiny Tots:                  Mrs. A. Read   Tel: 01245 474858

Magazine Editor: Mr. N. Bobeldijk  Tel: 01245 471756

   (email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk)

Members of P.C.C.: Brian Amey, Nick Bobeldijk, Richard Cecil,  

   Judy Cecil, David Farrar, James Gilder,

   Christine Mennie, Michael Puffett, Alison Read,

   Dennis Terry, Jack Whinney, Ian Underwood.

ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES IN SANDON & HOWE GREEN

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH HOWE GREEN

Minister: Revd J. Sermon (01245 601662). 

Sunday Service: 11.00am Morning Service (Communion 2nd Sunday). 

SANDON PARISH COUNCIL

Meetings are usually on the 2nd Monday of the month and are held alternately in 

Sandon Village Hall and at Howe Green.

Chair: Mr I. Wright

Parish Clerk: Mrs S. Dobson. (01245 227734)

Parish Office: Crack Willows, Mayes Lane,

Sandon, Essex CM2 7RP

SANDON VILLAGE HALL

Chair: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682)

Secretary: Mrs J. Cecil (01245 224747)

Caretaker/Bookings: Mr S. Turner (01245 471575)

Hall Telephone (message facility) (01245 471970)

Treasurer: Mr N. Bobeldijk (01245 471756)

Beaver Cub Leader: Mrs J. Bernardes (01245 476830)

Brownie Guider: Mrs S. Little (01621 840525)

Cub Scout Leader: Mrs J. Blake (01245 603155)

Garden & Allotment Assn.: Mrs E Tappin (01245 476951)

Girl Guides: Ms. J. Ronaldson (07939 047987)

Over Sixties: Mrs S. Whinney (01245-222239)

Sandon W.I.: Mrs A. Harvey (01245 474294)

Group Scout Leader: Mr N. Paul (01245 474891)

Sports Club: Mr G. Lucas  (Secretary) (01245 283730) 

Youth Fellowship: Mr P. J. Ellis (01245 222682) 

OTHER ACTIVITIES AND MEETINGS

Wednesdays 6.00pm 1st Sandon Brownies in the Village Hall

Last Wednesday 2.00 - 4.15pm Over Sixties Club.

Thursdays 5.00 - 6.15pm Beaver Cubs in the Village Hall.

6.15 - 7.45pm 1st Sandon Cub Scouts in Village Hall.

8.00 - 9.30pm Sandon Scouts in the Village Hall

2nd Thursday 2.00pm Women's Institute in the Village Hall. 

Please inform the editor of any alterations.

The editor is pleased to accept notices, reports and articles from any Village organisation,

whether or not connected with the Church. Inclusion of any such items is at the Editor’s sole

discretion. Verbal requests for insertions cannot be accepted.

Editor: Nick Bobeldijk 34 Gilmore Way, Great Baddow, CM2 7AW.

Email: nickbob@easynet.co.uk Tel: 01245 471756



From The Rectory
Dear Friends 

In our Church services this month there will be a number of opportunities for us 
to come together in celebration, remembrance and commemoration.  The 1st 
November is All Saints’ Day when we rejoice in the faith of all the saints who 
have inspired us to follow their example.  Parishioners from St. Mary’s, Little 
Baddow will be joining with us on Sunday 30th October for that service at 
10am.  The 2nd November is All Souls’ Day, a service to commemorate the 
faithful departed, those we love but see no longer and a service will be held at 
St Mary’s, Little Baddow on Sunday 7th November if you feel you would like to 
go. This year Remembrance Sunday is on 14th November at 10am and we 
will be using the service provided by the ‘Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland’ which includes the words, ‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left 
grow old; age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At the going down 
of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.’  A two-minute silence 
follows, which hopefully, all those present will graciously honour.  Equally 
important are the three questions which will be put to those present and to 
which the people are invited to make a response. Firstly, will you strive for all 
that makes for peace? Secondly, will you seek to heal the wounds of war? 
Thirdly, will you work for a just future for all humanity?  Remembrance Sunday 
is not just about looking back, it’s about present conflicts in which our country 
is engaged, it also focuses on our shared future.  If we have failed to learn 
from the inevitable mistakes of former nations and generations what hope is 
there for our children and grandchildren who look to us and learn from us both 
good and poor attitudes and values.  In the Remembrance Sunday service we 
ask God to help us to ‘live lives of justice, courage and mercy’ those really are 
values to hold on to and pass on to the next generation.  Indeed, on the 21st of 
November, Little Baddow  Church will be coming together for their “Shoebox” 
service when they will be actively engaged in acts of justice and mercy, 
offering gifts to others who suffer from injustice in our world.
On the 28th we celebrate Advent Sunday which to many people’s surprise is 
the first day of the Church year!  This is when we start to prepare for the 
annual remembrance and celebration of Christ’s birth at Christmas.  We do 
this not by putting up the Christmas tree and lights.  The season of Advent is 
more about doing a bit of ‘life laundry’, attending to the tidying up of our inner 
lives which we have neglected.  It’s a good time to attend to our homes too!  
We also remember the people who were the forerunner of Christ, helping the 
world get ready for the coming of a new King, Jesus: the Patriarchs such as 
Abraham; the Prophets such as Isaiah; John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary.
Lastly, the 30th November  is Saint Andrew’s Day and at 7pm we celebrate at 
the Parish Church of St. Andrew, our ‘Patronal Festival’.  What’s that?  Come 
along and find out, I’m told there will be refreshments afterwards.     
Love and prayers, Clive.



November Services at

 Sandon and Little Baddow

 On-line information:

 St, Andrew’s Church, Sandon: www.sandon-church.info

 Sandon Parish Council:  www.sandon.info

Wednesday 3rd  

09.15 Healing Service and Holy 

 Communion [S]

Thursday 4th   

10.00 Healing Service and Holy 

 Communion [St Andrew’s 

 Chapel, LB]

Sunday 7th   

3rd Sunday before Advent

08.00 Holy Communion  [LB]  

10.00 Commemoration of All 

 Souls Eucharist [LB]

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

18.30 Evensong [S]

Wednesday 10th h 

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 11th    

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 14th  

2nd  Sunday before Advent

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

10.00 Remembrance Sunday 

 Service [S]

10.00 Remembrance Sunday 

 Service Eucharist [LB]

18.30 United Evening Worship 

 [LB URC Chapel]

18.30 Remembrance Sunday 

 Evening Eucharist [S]

Wednesday 17th   

09.15 Holy Communion [S]

Thursday 18th  

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 21st  

Sunday next before Advent

CHRIST THE KING 

10.00 Parish Eucharist [S]

10.00 “SHOEBOX” Village 

 Service [LB]

18.30 Evening Eucharist [LB]

Wednesday 24th   

09.15 Holy Communion  [S]

Thursday 25th 

10.00 House Communion [LB]

Sunday 28th  

ADVENT SUNDAY

08.00 Holy Communion [S]

10.00 Family Morning Worship 

 [S]

10.00  Parish Eucharist [LB]

18.30 Evensong [LB]

Tuesday 30th 

SAINT ANDREW’S DAY

19.00 Patronal Eucharist [S]

 at St. Andrew’s, Sandon

BCP = Book of Common Prayer

CW  = Common Worship

LB   = at Little Baddow Parish Church

S      = at Sandon Parish Church

Cake Decorating is Easy

Tuesday, November 23rd at 7.30 in the St Andrew’s Room

Join us for a fun evening.

Two talented sugar crafters will show you how to cover and decorate a cake 

(sponge or fruit) for your Christmas celebration.

For a £4 donation you will get coffee or tea, a delightful hand-made cup cake 

plus a raffle ticket for the decorated cake.

The St Andrew’s Room only seats 30, so book early.

Tickets are available from Beryl Puffett  (Tel Ch. 222066)



From the Church Wardens
It is now some seven months since Clive and Lesley arrived at 
St Andrews and after several trials, we now seem to have 
formed a stable pattern of services.
Every Sunday there is a Eucharist, whether it is a said service at 
8.00am, a sung Parish Eucharist at 10.00am or a sung Eucharist 
at 6.30pm.
At 10.00am on the second and fourth Sundays of every month, 
there is an informal Family Worship. These services are 
designed for the whole family including young children, older 
children, parents and grandparents.
This is a lovely way of bringing the old and young together 
and it has been remarked upon, that these slightly shorter 
forms of worship have a friendly atmosphere.
Every Wednesday morning at 9.15 there is a said Holy 
Communion and these are becoming increasingly popular
Normally there will be a sung Evensong on the first Sunday of 
the month unless there is a special service in the afternoon i.e. 
the pet service and the future Christingle service in December.
Tea and coffee are served in the St Andrew’s Room after every 
10.00am Sunday service, this has been well attended and gives 
us all the opportunity to chat and welcome new visitors to the 
church.
Naturally as Clive has two parishes to run he cannot be at 
every service and the Eucharist is given the highest priority, 
and so it is always a pleasure to have the help of the Readers 
and Priests from Little Baddow.
Obviously people have their own preferences for worship 
style and we feel that with this pattern of services there is 
something for everyone.
Please come and share in our worship as we have many things 
to look forward to in the coming months.

All services for the month are printed in the magazine and are 
on the web, do find time to look at them.

Christine and Michael

FLOWER ARRANGING

Our short course in basic flower arranging is now 
finalised and will start on Monday 8th November at 7.30 
pm in the St Andrew’s Room and then monthly for a 
further 2 or 3 months.  The cost will be £4.00 per 
session. 

Please contact Barbara Underwood (Ch 225756) if you 
are interested in attending, or would like further 
information, on what will be an informative evening in a 
relaxed friendly atmosphere. 
      Barbara Underwood

Bishop of Chelmsford: Together we will be a transforming 
presence and make Christ known.

The Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell has been legally confirmed 
as the new Bishop of Chelmsford.

Bishop Stephen has said: “The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
asked me to be loyal and faithful in seeking to lead God's church 
in this diocese, and ensure that, together, we are a transforming 
presence in every community, and that we make Christ known. I 
look forward to beginning this ministry with you and ask for your 
prayers.” 

A Service, at which the Bishop’s election was confirmed, was 
held at St Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside on 6 October 2010.  

Bishop Stephen will pay Homage to Her Majesty The Queen on 
11 November 2010 and will be Installed in Chelmsford Cathedral 
on 27 November.
       Dennis Terry



 



Parish People  Michael J Puffett ChurchwardenParish People  Michael J Puffett ChurchwardenParish People  Michael J Puffett ChurchwardenParish People  Michael J Puffett Churchwarden

I arrived in Sandon I arrived in Sandon I arrived in Sandon I arrived in Sandon  in 1993.  We wanted to live in a bungalow and to 
have a big garden.  A difficult combination but here we are.
My childhood ambitionsMy childhood ambitionsMy childhood ambitionsMy childhood ambitions  Apart from the usual fantasies I always 
fancied teaching; probably because of the long holidays.  I had seen my 
father work very hard for long hours in an industrial atmosphere and I 
wanted none of it.   I was very lucky because university grants came 
into being at just the right time for me and so it all fell into place.
The life lesson that I have learnt The life lesson that I have learnt The life lesson that I have learnt The life lesson that I have learnt  is to look for the good in everyone.  
It is always there.
How did I become a Christian?How did I become a Christian?How did I become a Christian?How did I become a Christian?  I grew up as one.  Baptised as a baby;  
church choir; Sunday school;  confirmation; church-going parents.  If 
there was a seminal moment it was confirmation.  When the Bishop 
laid his hands on me it felt like being anointed by St Peter.  I remember 
it as though it was yesterday.
I like Sandon churchI like Sandon churchI like Sandon churchI like Sandon church because  it is a glorious building with a good 
balance of ritual in its services.  The people are great too!
Do I believe in miraclesDo I believe in miraclesDo I believe in miraclesDo I believe in miracles?  Yes although I have difficulty with some of 
the biblical ones  (Gadarene swine)  But we mustn’t edit the gospels.
My hope for the future. My hope for the future. My hope for the future. My hope for the future.  -is for ecumenism.  An unimaginative answer 
but the devil doesn’t live in other denominations does he?
Outgoing or shy.Outgoing or shy.Outgoing or shy.Outgoing or shy.  Outgoing but I try not to be too pushy.  Not always 
successful in this I fear.
Coffee or tea -Coffee or tea -Coffee or tea -Coffee or tea - Yes.  If it’s brown and warm I don’t really notice.
Life experiences that have been most specialLife experiences that have been most specialLife experiences that have been most specialLife experiences that have been most special. An impossible question 
for me.  We are all the result of our life experiences.  It’s all been, and 
still is, great.
Moving film or book.Moving film or book.Moving film or book.Moving film or book.  I am seldom  moved by books or films. But 
sometimes find opera disturbing.  And of course the Mel Gibson film 
’The Passion of the Christ’ was almost impossible to watch.
My favourite part of the Bible.  My favourite part of the Bible.  My favourite part of the Bible.  My favourite part of the Bible.  No hesitation here.  Matthew - 
especially Ch 4 to 8.  Demanding and so hard to live up to .  Well worth 
the effort though.
Words that inspireWords that inspireWords that inspireWords that inspire following from the last question.  The sermon on 
the mount.  (Ch 5)  
The quality that I most valueThe quality that I most valueThe quality that I most valueThe quality that I most value in others is integrity.

(Continued Page 8)



The  kind of behaviour that I find most difficultThe  kind of behaviour that I find most difficultThe  kind of behaviour that I find most difficultThe  kind of behaviour that I find most difficult to tolerate is cruelty to 
animals.  After all they can rarely fight back and in the case of 
domesticated ones are  almost foolishly trusting.
I amI amI amI am definitely a night person.  Mornings are cold and characterised by 
alarm clocks.  My favourite season is summer.  No heating needed;  long 
days unlike Spring that promises so much and delivers so little.
A moment when I felt the presence of God.A moment when I felt the presence of God.A moment when I felt the presence of God.A moment when I felt the presence of God.  A difficult one this 
because I feel that God is always walking alongside me.  I feel almost 
guilty of the smooth way that my life has gone so far - especially when 
I see the problems of some other people.
My favourite hymn is easy.  My favourite hymn is easy.  My favourite hymn is easy.  My favourite hymn is easy.  It must be a resurrection hymn, have 
marvellous imagery and glorious music.  ‘Thine be the Glory, Risen 
Conqu’ring  Son’
Religion & PoliticsReligion & PoliticsReligion & PoliticsReligion & Politics can  be kept separate but it would seem better if 
they are not.
Friends from other faiths.Friends from other faiths.Friends from other faiths.Friends from other faiths.  I have friends from other Christian 
denominations of course and a number of atheist friends, who 
incidentally often do  good works.  By chance I do not have friends 
from other faiths.
Something to look forward toSomething to look forward toSomething to look forward toSomething to look forward to is I suppose another decade as good as 
the last ones.
If I had a large sum for charityIf I had a large sum for charityIf I had a large sum for charityIf I had a large sum for charity  I would divide it into three.  One for a 
human relief charity, one for a religious charity and one for an animal  
charity.
Something to save from a house fire. Something to save from a house fire. Something to save from a house fire. Something to save from a house fire.  I put scant store on possessions;  
most can be replaced.   I would rescue my lovely cat.  A little life to be 
saved.
My advice to an 18-year oldMy advice to an 18-year oldMy advice to an 18-year oldMy advice to an 18-year old would be to act in accord with your 
conscience and to always give 100% to whatever you do.( …fill the 
unforgiving minute…)
Moment of my life to reliveMoment of my life to reliveMoment of my life to reliveMoment of my life to relive would be difficult to choose but it would 
be when I became engaged to Beryl because this has underpinned so 
much else in my life.
Favourite age.  Favourite age.  Favourite age.  Favourite age.  Every decade has its pros and cons but I suppose 60.  
Retired;  no mortgage and young enough to do useful voluntary work.
Special interests.Special interests.Special interests.Special interests.  Lots of interests but no special things that take over 
my time 
Summary.Summary.Summary.Summary.  There are two or three extra questions that I would like to 
have included.  This is the pushy side of me coming out I suppose. MP

Notes from the Inventory      The Lady Chapel

The North  aisle of  St Andrew’s was built in about 1350,  re-roofed in 1878 

and eventually had rows of pews.  There had been an organ for some years but 

the present instrument with its two manuals and pedals was installed in the 

north aisle in 1912.

In 1953 the organ was rebuilt and moved to its present position allowing an 

altar to be constructed and the Lady Chapel therefore created.    The altar cross 

and candlesticks were  appropriately inscribed  and given by the Andrews 

family in 1955 in memory of the Revd. Eric Andrews,  Rector here from 1936 

to 1951.   He was buried in the churchyard near to the South door and his 

daughter Beryl is still a  regular member of our congregation.

There were extensive refurbishments of the Lady Chapel in 1985 when the 

pews were replaced by chairs and a carpet was added.   Some 12 of the chairs 

have memorial plaques. The aumbry with its lamp was created in the 1960s 

and  its Lynton Lamb door was re-gilded in the late ’80s by the then sacristan, 

Dorothy Burras.    

Michael Puffett


